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Amendments tJo the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 



i 



(Currently Amended) A method for matching user preferences with item 
characteristics iL an electronic database, wherein items are stored in a database along with 
associated attributes and weights vetoes, the database coupled to a processor and an user 
interface input <[evio e^ the method comprising: 

| accepting signals from the user interface i nput devi ee to allow a first u ser 
to specify preferences in the form of attributes and weights v atee s. the weight associated with a 
corresponding attribute indicating the level of preference of that attribute to the first user: 



accepting signals from the user interface to allow a second user to specify 
the item characteristics in the form of attributes and weights, the weight associated with a 
corresponding attribute indicating the level of preference of that attribute to the second user: 

adjusting one or more weights of the corresponding attributes associated 
with the prefereices bas ed on a market condition: 



adjusting one or more weights of the corresponding attributes associated 
with the item characteristics based on the market condition: and 

. using the processor to identify one or more matches by using a weighted 
comparison amcjng at least one weight v ehte in the preferences and at least one weight value in 

the item characteristics 

i 

2[ (Original) The method of claim 1, Anther comprising: 
! using a continuous weighting comparison. 

31 (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
using a discontinuous weighting comparison. 

41 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
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selecting one of a plurality of functions to be used with the weighted 
rtnTTipgrison based on the preferences provided bv the first user, mine, a linear woiphtinp 

QOlRpOfiOOXli 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 44^ wherein the pluro^ty of 
functions include a linear function and a non-linear functioiL f urther oomprioing: 
| uoing anon linear waigh t iag comparison . 

i 

<t (Canceled) 

\ (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of using the processor to 
identify one or ijnore matches includes substeps of 

| identifying matches by deriving a value from the weighted comparison, 
wherein values indicate a range of matches from strong to weak; and 

1 using a condition to identify a match, wherein the condition results in a 

match being identified where the match is not the strongest match. 

i 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the condition includes a 

i 

consideration of a profit margin in completing a transaction based on the identified match, the 
method further comprising: 

selecting the match that results in the highest profit margin. 

9L (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
| indicating the one or more matches to a user. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
1 initiating a transaction based on the one or more matches* 



per attribute. 



11. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein an attribute has multiple selections 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein items are goods. 
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13. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein items are services. 

14. (Canceled) 
15- (Canceled) 
16. (Canceled) 

J 7. (Canceled) 

i 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein an attribute is a time 
attribute icpresdnting the time at which an event occur s or the duration of the event 



1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4*18, wherein the time attribute 
has a range of values. 

id, (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein a location attribute is 
used to indicate ilocation, the method further comprising: 

computing the absolute difference between locations specified by first and 
second location (attributes; 

using the absolute difference in identifying one or more matches, wherein 
the absolute difference is treated continuously. 



211 . (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein attributes can have continuous 



values. 



2i2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim SQL wherein an attribute 
represents education in years. 

23. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 2QL wherein an attribute 
represents size. | 



Pa op* inf O 
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124. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 301, wherein an attribute 
represents weight 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

transforming a first value associated with a first attribute into a second 
value associated with the first attribute, wherein the second value is used in place of the first 
value to identify one or more matches by using afhe weighted comparison, wherein the first 

value is a contiguous or discrete value and the second value is a continuous value . 

i 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first user designates 
multiple attributes and weights v afaes to specify a preference , wherein the multiple attributes 
designated bv the first user include one or more predefined attributes and one or more attributes 
designated by q>e. first user on an ad hoc basis: and 

therein the second user designates multiple attributes and weights to specify an 
item characteristic, wherein the multiple attributes designated bv the second user include one or 
more predefined attributes and one or more attributes designated bv the second user on an ad hoc 

basis, ; 

i 

27. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein the step of using the processor to 
identify one or more matches includes the step of: 

using epsilon complementary slackness to identify the one or more 

matches. 

28. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

performing a subsequent matching operation after removing preferences 
and characteristics of the one or more identified matches. 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Currently Amended) A method for matching user preferences with item 
characteristics in an electronic database, wherein items are stored in a database along with 



Dam C AfO 
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associated attributes and values, the database coupled to a processor and user input device, the 
method comprising: 

accepting signals from the user input device to allow a first u ser to specify 
preferences in the form of attributes and weights v alue s, the weight associated with a 
corresponding attribute indicating the level of preference of that attribute to the first user. 

. accepting s ignals ffom the user input device to allow a second user to 
s pecify item characteristics in die form of attributes and weights, the weight associated with a 
corresponding attribute indicating the level of preference of that attribute to the second user 
using the processor to identify one or more matches after performing a 
step of substituting one or more attributes in either t he preferences or the item c haracteristics gr 
both. 

31. (Currently Amended) A method for matching user preferences with item 
characteristics ik an electronic database, wherein items are stored in a database along with 
associated attributes and values, the database coupled to a processor and an user interface i apitf 
deviee, the metljtod comprising: 

accepting signals from the user interfaceinput dovioo to allow a fostuser 
to specify preferences in the form of attributes and weights v ateee. the weight associated with a 
mrraprmdinp attrib ute indicating the level of preference of that attribute to the first user. 

I accepting signals from the user interface to allow a second user to specify 
item characteristics in the form of attributes and weights, the weight associated with a 
corresponding attribute indica ting *hg l evel of preference of that attribute to the second user: 

I substituting one or more attributes in either the characteristics or the 

j 

preference s or Both: and 

! subsequent to the step of substituting, performing the step of using the 
processor to identify one or more matches by using a weighted comparison among at least one 
weight v atee inlthe preferences and at least one wgigbLvakfte in the item characteristics d atabase . 
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